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Robert H. Thomas (LL.M., Columbia Law; J.D., University of Hawaii 
Law School) serves as the Joseph T. Waldo Visiting Chair in Property 
Rights Law at William & Mary Law School in Williamsburg, Virginia, 
and also as the Director of Property Rights Litigation at Pacific Legal 
Foundation, a national public interest law firm focusing on property 
rights and individual liberty. Before becoming a public interest 
lawyer, for more than three decades he was in private practice in 
Hawaii and California where he focused on appellate law, regulatory 

takings, land use, voting rights, and eminent domain. He writes and publishes 
inversecondemnation.com, a widely read blog about eminent domain, takings, property, and 
land use law. He is a past Chair of the ABA’s Section of State and Local Government Law, an 
elected member of the American Law Institute, and the Planning co-chair of ALI-CLE’s long-
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