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Mr. Zarin has extensive experience representing municipalities and 
private interests in the areas of land use, zoning, real estate, and 
environmental law, including, general land use litigation, 
SEQRA/NEPA, urban renewal and  public-private  redevelopment,  
historic preservation, multi-party environmental litigation, site 
remediation, real estate transactions,  and all aspects of 
environmental due diligence, counseling and general 
administrative law. He is currently a member of the Executive 
Committee of the New York State Bar Association's Environmental 
Section and Co-Chair of the Land Use Committee. He has taught 
courses at the New York University Real Estate Institute, and has 

been a guest lecturer at the Pace University School of Law Environmental Master's Program. 
He is currently an Adjunct Professor at Hofstra University School of Law, teaching a seminar 
entitled "Land Use Regulation." Mr. Zarin also assisted the Chief Administrative Judge for the 
Ninth Judicial District in the formation of a Special Environmental Part for the District. Michael 
also serves on a number of private and non-profit Board of Directors. 
 
Mr. Zarin received his Juris Doctor from Hofstra University School of Law in 1985, where he 
served as Articles Editor for the Hofstra Law Review. He also received a Bachelor of Arts 
from the University of Wisconsin at Madison in 1976.  Prior to forming Zarin & Steinmetz in 
1997, he was a partner at Sive, Paget & Riesel, one of the most prominent environmental and 
land use law firms in the country, and manager of its White Plains office (1990-1997). He 
began his legal career as an associate at Weil, Gotshal & Manges in its Business Reorganization 
Department (1985-1987). He has been chosen as one ofthe Top Land Use Attorneys in the 
New York Metropolitan Area through 2015. 
 
Mr. Zarin also served as an urban and community development consultant and organizer for 
a Washington D.C. firm, the Center for Community Change, and as a consultant for the 
Wisconsin Governor's Manpower Planning Office, forming the first statewide Youth 
Employment and Training network/coalition. He ran for New York State Senator for the 
37th District in 1996, obtaining the most votes for a Democrat previously in the District. 
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