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Transit Oriented Development

A holistic paradigm for community wellness
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Why TOD?

How we plan and design 
our communities can have 
a profound impact to:

• create a healthy community 

• influence travel behavior

• produce more value for our 
transportation dollar

3



Six D’s to a healthy TOD

• Diversity

• Density

• Destination

• Distance

• Design

• Demand Management
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Source: Transit-Oriented Community Design Guidelines, 

TRANS LINK Strategic Planning and Policy, Burnaby, BC (2012)



— It is difficult to design a space that will not attract people. 
What is remarkable 
is how often this has been achieved. William H. Whyte

Diversity
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Density
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Curitiba, Brazil and Sha Tin, Hong Kong 

Early Examples of TOD
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Bridgeland, Calgary Alberta 
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Destination
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Distance
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• Design not as a crow flies, but as people walk.

• Break up super blocks with pedestrian and bike 
paths



Design
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• Design for pedestrians

• Orient building to sidewalk 
with parking below, behind, 
beside, providing access 
from within, sidestreet, or rear

• Design for short blocks

• Design for four seasons

—We shape our buildings, and thereafter,  our 

buildings shape us.  
Winston Churchill 



Demand Management
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Demand Management —
strategies to discourage unnecessary driving 
and encourage walking, cycling, and transit use
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• TOD households own 50% fewer cars than 
counterparts

• Reduce parking requirements 20-50%

• Create a parking database to understand unique 
characteristics of communities and to develop 
programs that track parking demand and supply

• Visibility and pricing of on-street parking should be 
tailored for the preferred population, i.e. short term 
customers.



Final Thoughts
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Density alone – is a weak predictor of transportation behavior; 
but, Density with  walkability, a mix of uses, and good transit 
access will increase ridership, sustainability & maximum transit 
investment

Diversity – will increase interest, promote walking, increase 
transit ridership, and reduce driving

Distance – must locate higher intensity-density proximate to well 
connected network of sidewalks & pedestrian/bike facilities

Destination – the easier it is to reach homes, businesses and 
other destinations, the fewer miles will be travelled by automobile

Design – excessive parking, segregated land uses, and street 
layouts are design attributes that promote auto-dependency –
design for pedestrians/bicycling not vehicles

Demand Management – incentivize improved pedestrian and 
bicycle movement, and reduce parking supply



Additional Resources
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• Getting the Parking Right for Transit-Oriented Development, M. 
Zhang, K. Mulholland, J. Zhang, and A. Gomez Sanchez, 
Center for Transportation Research, University of Texas at 
Austin, 2012

• Transit-Oriented Community Design Guidelines, TRANS LINK 
Strategic Planning and Policy, Burnaby, BC (2012)

• Effects of TOD on Housing, Parking and Travel, Arrington, G.B. 
Transportation Research Board Washington, DC (2008)

• The Next American Metropolis: Ecology, Community and the 
American Dream. Calthorpe, P (1993)

• Transit-Supportive Development in the United States: 
Experiences and Prospects. Cervero, R., Federal Transit 
Administration (1993)



Questions?
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CONTACT:

Nanette H. Bourne 

AKRF
34 South Broadway
Suite 401
White Plains, New York 10601
(914) 922-2353
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