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Dean’s Commencement Message

Welcome Haub Law community, graduating students, family and friends!

This is the Elisabeth Haub School of Law virtual graduation recognition celebration for 
2020, and I am Dean Horace Anderson. 

While this virtual event will not take the place of an eventual in-person graduation 
ceremony once we return to campus, we intend to celebrate your achievements in the 
best way we can now.

This virtual celebration features a video yearbook including each graduating student 
and remarks from me, from Pace University President Marvin Krislov, and from the Honorable Malachy 
Mannion, US District Court Judge for the Middle District of Pennsylvania, Class of 1979. Pace University’s 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, Mark Besca, will confer your degrees.

To commemorate this virtual event, we will be sending a keepsake photo and a surprise gift to each graduating 
student. Stay tuned for further details regarding the eventual in-person graduation ceremony we will hold 
when we return to campus.

You have satisfactorily completed a course of rigorous training and solid preparation for those who wish to 
become lawyers. Your Haub Law education has provided an integrated curriculum designed to ensure the 
development of appropriate academic, lawyering, and other professional skills. 

Your Haub Law degree, and the challenging road you have navigated in order to complete it, will serve you 
well at the highest levels of the legal profession or in whatever endeavors you undertake.

It is times like these that make me especially proud to be a part of the Haub Law community. 

Like a powerful X-ray, the coronavirus pandemic has exposed the fault lines of our Democracy. It has laid 
bare our weaknesses and the inequalities of our society. And the importance of strong and smart leadership. 
And the triviality of some things that we treasured only months ago. It has made us sicker, weaker, poorer 
and more divided. But in other ways it has shown us a strength that we had not known before. It has made 
us more determined to build back better, as New York Governor Andrew Cuomo says.

As a result of the pandemic, we have at hand a seminal moment: We are forced to envision new possibilities 
for our government, our economy, our businesses, our educational system, our human relationships, and 
our legal system, because going back to our old ways is no longer feasible. It’s as if we were just now tasked 
to think outside the box, then we realize -- there is no box.

As you have seen in your studies, the law is an important system of knowledge -- and knowledge is power. 
The law forms the bone structure, as it were, the skeleton of the body politic. Armed with your Haub Law 
degrees and your training in the law, you are now well equipped to begin a new journey to help restore health 
to that body. In many ways, you are the antidote to the pandemic.

As pervasive as it is, the pandemic will not be the final word for the Class of 2020. This class will be defined 
in large part by its vigorous and determined response to one of the worst calamities in a generation. In the 
past few months, the graduating Haub Law students and students in other classes have demonstrated their 
resilience by taking in stride disruption of campus instruction and self-isolation, and adapting to virtual 
instruction just weeks before finals. You have already demonstrated that you can overcome adversity and 
keep your focus on the goal ahead. 

We are here to celebrate your achievements and your promise. This group of students has been doing many 
good and impressive things.
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Today, we are recognizing a total of 185 Juris Doctor degrees, 34 Master of Laws degrees (16 in Comparative 
Legal Studies and 18 in Environmental Law) and two Doctor of Science in Environmental Law degrees. Of the 
J.D. graduates, four graduated summa cum laude, 13 magna cum laude, and 52 cum laude, for a total of 37% 
receiving honors. Some 16 students earned certificates in Environmental Law, and 6 in International Law. 

While those raw numbers are impressive, they do not begin to convey the hard work, earnestness and 
promise of the recipients. 

Anecdotally, I would like to mention a few Haub Law students who are making a difference. Alexandra Feliz 
and Juan Rodriguez were selected to participate in the prestigious 2020 Catalyst Public Service Fellowship 
Program. Alexandra will be working at the Legal Aid Society’s Housing Unit and Juan will be working at the 
New York City Law Department.

Matthew Bayley and Anthony Honorowski both serve in the National Guard. Currently, amidst the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, both Anthony and Matthew are serving as part of the Guard’s  
relief effort.

Morgan Dowd, Marissa Cohen and Matthew Pappalardo provided substantial assistance to the NYS Bar 
Association’s Health Law Section, in particular to the Task Force which was created to address legal and 
ethical issues raised by COVID-19. 

Student Amanda Fugel lost her father, a first responder on 9/11. Today, she is responding to the needs of 
first responders on the frontlines of the coronavirus pandemic, by sewing masks and organizing local food 
organizations to provide meals. 

The Haub Law community united in an unprecedented way to present the first-ever virtual Louis V. Fasulo 
1 L Moot Court. Over 200 first-year students prepared and presented successful arguments in front of more 
than 45 volunteer Advocacy Board members. The final round was judged by Professor Jared Hatcliffe, 
Professor Steve Epstein and Advocacy Director Professor Louis V. Fasulo, with a select group of the Advocacy 
Board members. This year’s overall winner was Kritikka (Kye) Shah, with Adam Thomas in second place. 
They were followed by Shayna Vercillo and Keifer Campbell.

These are just a few of the high points our Haub Law students reached this past year. We hope all students 
graduating this year will keep us apprised of the good work they are doing in the coming years.

I look forward to continuing the celebration of this graduation in person when we are allowed to gather 
again. Congratulations on achieving this important milestone, and best of luck in your continued success in 
your career and in life.

Before I close, I would like to say a few words as Professor Anderson, not Dean Anderson.  Many of you 
have come through my classroom over the last 3-4 years.  I’ve taught you first year Contracts and Survey 
of Intellectual Property.  I’ve supervised your Guided Research projects and helped you turned your Law 
Review notes into Upper Level Writing papers.  I’ve watched you, and I hope helped you, transform from 
deer in the headlights to confident, savvy, and skilled legal professionals.  As a teacher, my heart overflows 
with pride and joy.

Be well, stay healthy, go forth and continue to make your mark on the world!

Horace Anderson, Dean
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The Class of 2020

Kaitlyn Marie Acerbo	
Marykate Acquisto
Jessica Lynn Adlam
Javier Andres Aguilera
Chelsea Elizabeth Aiosa
Orwin Melad Akhondzadeh
Dominique Grace Albano
Amy Joy Allen
Katy Alvarado
Ronald James Ayala
Elias Michael Aydin
Niki Stella Backos
Alexa Marie Bailey
Mellis Bakir
Oscar Daniel Basantes
Allegra Perez Beals
Ryan Joseph Belanger
Nicholas Gerard Bickerstaff
Ariane Patrick Bigi
Cecilia Elizabeth Bonetti
Fatine Bousfiha

Rachel Marie Breslin
Catherine Elizabeth Buckley
Elizabeth Anne Burns
Mitchell Angello Caceres Valencia
Bridget Ellen Carr
Leandra Lynn Cilindrello
Kevin Bradley Coad
John P. Colwell
Harrison Peter Cooke
Rosemary A. Crean
Hunter Michael Criscione
Michael Louis D'Ambrosio
Katherine Marie Dariano
Kayla Morgan Delpo
Nisha Desai
Tala Maria DiBenedetto
Giovanna Marie DiFilippo
Alexis Ann DiGirolamo
Erin Elizabeth Donovan
Morgan Erin Dowd
Tyler Dunlap

Robert Daniel Edelson
Christopher B. Emch
Allison M. Fausner
Kricia Feliu
Shania Brianna Felix
Bradley Daniel Ferber
Samantha Feroce
John Thomas Ficarra
Cassidy Taylor Fitzgerald
Christopher John Flynn
Lanique S. Freeman
Vilma Elena Gamarra
Kerienne Maura Gannon
Kelly Marie Garrison
Paul F. Generosa
Edward James Gleason
Jake Tyler Goldstein
Michael  Andrew Golino
Sara V. Gomes
Danielle Ricola Grant
Stephen Anthony Gray

Class of 2020 Degree of Juris Doctor

Kiran Ahmed

Janice Oraa Belefant

Parna Hosseinzadeh Sereshgi

Tamara Kokilashvili

Dildora Levitsky

Paul A. Mendez

Tarini Mehta Kittinut Supsoontornkul

Florence W. Misodi

Luciana C. Moulton

Corina Ortiz-Diaz

Agnieszka Joanna Rus Pribelska

Karoline Saraiva e Silva

Megha Slathia

Katsiaryna Stsepaniuk

Prabha Tripathi

Elisa Voltarelli Ianguas

Tenzin Lhaze Wagma

Master of Laws in Comparative Legal Studies

Doctor of Juridical Science in Environmental Law

Rajani Alampur

Janet Adaeze Chris-Abassah

Olivia Carolina Bonner

Kaitlin Kaye Brockett

Alexis DeVane-Tomaino

Filippo Paolo Fantozzi

Andrea Marina Galassi

Xueli Huang Huang

Oluwayemisi Oluwabukola Kareem

Rose Lesley Kautoke

Anxhela Mile

Temiloluwa Elijah Olanrewaju

Violaine Panasci

Kristin R. Pelatti

Pilar Peñalver Martinez

Benjamin Pierce

Railla Veronica Donato Puno

Sahana Ramdas

Miranda Carol Steed

Master of Laws in Environmental law
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Kaitlyn Ann Greiner
Joshiana M. Guaman
Timothy John Hammel
Aziza Anuli Hawthorne
Jahnae Henry
Jessie Jean Huffman
Marisa Iaccarino
Arash Irani
Filloreta Islami
Kurt Hollis Jones
Nisheeth Kakarala
Olivia Lane Kamenetsky
Grace Ann Keane
James Patrick Kearns
William	 Ford Kellermeyer
Matthew Harris Kerner
Brian Kerr
Lianna Khader
Mikhail	 Khanukayev
Yuriy Korol
Omer Kremer
Kerri Lynn Krippel
Barbara Kuszewski
Emma Kate Lagle
Jessica Michele Laird
Alexandra Nicole Larkin
Michelle Katherine LaRosa
Jin Woo Lee
Alicia Rose Legland
Nikacy N. Lewis
John Terence Logan
Brian Charles Looser
Michael Anthony Luterzo
Michael John Mahony
Chloe Margaret Mangan
Aaron George Marrero
Michael J. Martinez
Frederick Alexander McDonald
Kieran Clare McGrath
Shane Michael McNamara
Anxhela Mile

Sara Mohammed
Milad Momeni
Richard Montalvo
Celia Jacquelin Morel
Samantha Lynn Mortensen
Stephen Robert Mosso
Patrick John Mullen
Nicole Nachtsheim
Brittany Jordan Natali
Caitlin Leeann Navarro
Vani Nayyar
Vanessa Anne Neal
Giovanna Ma'ally Nesheiwat
Kristina Marie Newman
Marjeta Papa Nikolovski
Brooke L. Nitti
Calli Renaé Norman
Mariam Nozadze
Mackenzie Stewart O'Brien
Christine Elizabeth Occhiogrosso
Alexandra Alyssa O'Donnell
Brigid Eileen O'Hara
Rebecka Jamie Palm
Erika L. Panzarino
Matthew William Pappalardo
Michael James Passalacqua
Brianna Rae Passman
Janki Nitin Patel
Shivani Janak Patel
Alphonse Louis Petracco
Falisha Pierre
Elisabeth Claire Podlubny
Marisa Christina Polito
Gianna Dianne Popola
Rebecca Grace Powers
Brianna Shanae Pryce
Zachary G. Randall
Joseph Rosario Randazzo
Ana Julia Reyes
Jonathan David Ricottilli
Kevin Michael Rigoli

Kellie Jo Rivera
Albea Isabel Romero
Jared S. Rosenthal
Sarah Elizabeth Ryan
Kevin Anthony Ryan
Dijonnae Shaquila Samuels
Kimberly Liz Santiago
Luciana Savone
Kristen Lynne Schirner
Carlos David Serrano
Simcha Silverstein
Samara Precious Simpson
Candice Smith
Arianna T. Sotos
Austin Lee Southerland
Daniel Westervelt Stalter III
Joseph Christian Stark
Michael Joseph Stec
Daniel Milton Steyskal
Jamie Elizabeth Sullivan
Kaitlyn Marie Suydam
Olivia Szulc
Nagela S. Tetteh
Samantha Ann Tighe
Kimberly Tigre
Ophilia Neressa Tommy
Gabrielle Marie Treiling
Scott Paul Trivella
Ashley Fay Unangst
Sylvia Alexandra Vcherashansky
Steven Ray Vignola
Ryan Charles von Ohlen
Drew J. Wares
Michael James Whiteley
Marita Antoinette Williams
Komali Yaskhi
Julie Ann Yedowitz
Megan Heejin Yi
Thomas Basil Zoumboulias

Degree of Juris Doctor  (continued)

This list is not official. It contains names of the January 2020 graduates and candidates for degrees in May and September 2020. 
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Graduation Honors

Chelsea Elizabeth Aiosa	
Dominique Grace Albano	
Allegra Perez Beals	
Rachel Marie Breslin	
Elizabeth Anne Burns	
Hunter Michael Criscione	
Katherine Marie Dariano	
Alexis Ann DiGirolamo	
Morgan Erin Dowd	
Christopher John Flynn	
Sara V. Gomes	
Marisa Iaccarino	
Filloreta Islami	
Olivia Lane Kamenetsky	
James Patrick Kearns	
Brian Kerr	
Emma Kate Lagle	
Nikacy N. Lewis	

John Terence Logan	
Michael John Mahony	
Chloe Margaret Mangan	
Frederick Alexander McDonald	
Anxhela Mile	
Sara Mohammed	
Milad Momeni	
Samantha Lynn Mortensen	
Stephen Robert Mosso	
Nicole Nachtsheim	
Brittany Jordan Natali	
Caitlin Leeann Navarro	
Kristina Marie Newman	
Marjeta Papa Nikolovski	
Christine Elizabeth Occhiogrosso	
Brigid Eileen O'Hara	
Brianna Rae Passman	
Elisabeth Claire Podlubny	

Zachary G. Randall	
Jonathan David Ricottilli	
Kevin Michael Rigoli	
Sarah Elizabeth Ryan	
Dijonnae Shaquila Samuels	
Kimberly Liz Santiago	
Kristen Lynne Schirner	
Candice Smith	
Joseph Christian Stark	
Michael Joseph Stec	
Daniel Milton Steyskal	
Gabrielle Marie Treiling	
Ashley Fay Unangst	
Sylvia Alexandra Vcherashansky	
Steven Ray Vignola	
Megan Heejin Yi	

Cum Laude

Marykate Acquisto	
Mellis Bakir	
Ryan Joseph Belanger	  
Bridget Ellen Carr	
Tala Maria DiBenedetto	

Allison M. Fausner	
Samantha Feroce	
Jessica Michele Laird	
Brian Charles Looser	
Richard Montalvo	

Vanessa Anne Neal	
Brooke L. Nitti	
Kevin Anthony Ryan

Magna Cum Laude

Oscar Daniel Basantes	
Christopher B. Emch	

Alicia Rose Legland	
Julie Ann Yedowitz

Summa Cum Laude

*Students who have qualified after five semesters of law school. Additional students may receive graduation honors after six semesters.  

Summa Cum Laude
Alexis DeVane-Tomaino	
Filippo Paolo Fantozzi	
Railla Veronica Donato Puno	

Magna Cum Laude
Violaine Panasci
Pilar Peñalver Martinez
Benjamin Pierce
Parna Hosseinzadeh Sereshgi
Miranda Carol Steed
Katsiaryna Stsepaniuk
Prabha Tripathi

Cum Laude
Oluwayemisi Oluwabukola Kareem	
Rose Lesley Kautoke	
Kristin R. Pelatti	
Sahana Ramdas	
Karoline Saraiva e Silva
Tenzin Lhaze Wagma

LLM Graduation Honors
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2020 Certificate and Concentration Candidates

Elisabeth Haub School of Law (JD) Joint Degree Program with:

Emma Kate Lagle  

Yale University School of Forestry and Environmental Studies (MEM)

Advanced Certificate in Environmental Law
Dominique G. Albano
Amy Joy Allen
Rachel Marie Breslin
Catherine Elizabeth Buckley
Elizabeth A. Burns
Tala Maria DiBenedetto
Jahnae Henry
Yuriy Korol

Emma Kate Lagle
Jessica M. Laird
Alicia Legland
Anxhela Mile
Shivani Janak Patel
Zachary G. Randall
Joseph Christian Stark
Ryan von Ohlen

Advanced Certificate in International Law
Anxhela Mile
Aziza Anceli Hawthorne
Vilma Elena Gamarra

Milad Momeni
Kristina Marie Newman
Shivani Janak Patel
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Law Reviews 2019–2020

Editor-in-Chief  
Richard Montalvo

Managing Editor
Mellis Bakir

Executive Productions Editors
Robert D. Edelson 
Christopher B. Emch 
Michael J. Mahony

Executive Acquisitions Editor
Sara V. Gomes

Articles Group Editors
Samantha L. Mortensen
Kevin M. Rigoli 
Gabrielle Treiling
Steven R. Vignola

 
 
 

Case Note & Comment Editors
Tala DiBenedetto 
Ashley F. Unangst

Executive Promotions Editor
Allegra P. Beals

Senior Members
Ryan J. Belanger
Elizabeth A. Burns
Tyler Z. Dunlap
Filloreta Islami
Olivia L. Kamenetsky
James P. Kearns
Brian C. Looser
Brigid O’Hara
Megan Heejin Yi

 
 
 
 
 

Associate Members
Andie Altchiler
Daniel J. Alvarez
Emily Bentley
Cheryl Clemens
Hayley B. Cohen
Matthew Cunha
Caitlyn DeGennaro
Noah C. Hale
Ross M. Keiser
Megan McDonough
Grace Mneimneh
Sandhya Prashad 
Guillermo Pujals
Lauren Schnoebelen
Laura Schwartz
Phil Tullo
Christopher Walker
Matthew Watson

Faculty Advisors
Noa Ben Asher  
Leslie Garfield Tenzer 

Pace Law Review

Editor-in-Chief
Julie Yedowitz

MANAGING EDITOR
Colin Myers

Productions Editors
Megan Edwards
Fred McDonald
Aaron Rudyan

Articles Editors
Rachel Breslin
Morgan Dowd
Jessica Laird 
 
 

Research & Writing Editors
Alicia Legland
Anxhela Mile
Zachary Randall

Acquisitions Editor
Dominique Albano
Allison Fausner

Promotions Editor
Grace Keane

Senior Associates
Chelsea Aiosa
Samantha Feroce
Nicole Nachtsheim
Christine Occhiogrosso

 

Junior Associates
Kylie Ayal
Haley Brescia
Emma Campbell
Daniel Conant
Gabrielle Dylag
Alisha Faherty
Connor Hilbie
Jackie Jonczyk
Sarena Malsin
Meghan Meyers
Katelyn Rauh
Margaret St. Jean
Alicia Stoklosa
Allison Wood

Faculty Advisor
Katrina Fischer Kuh

Pace Environmental Law Review
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Editor-in-Chief
Brooke L. Nitti

Managing Editor
Kristina M. Newman 

Productions Editors
Alexandra Larkin 
Sara Mohammed

Submissions Editors
Jake Goldstein
Brian Kerr

Articles Group Editors
Bridget E. Carr
Dijonnae S. Samuels
Sylvia A. Vcherashansky

Case Note & Comment Editors
Rebecca B. Peragine
Vanessa A. Neal

Promotions Editor
Shania B. Felix

Senior Associates
Hunter M. Criscione
Chris J. Flynn
Jessie J. Huffman
John T. Logan
Brittany J. Natali
Caitlin L. Navarro

Junior Associates
Tarek Abiassaf
Matthew Bayley
Nicolette Brusco
Matthew Califano
Patrick Carey
Megan M. Coppa
Nicole Diodati
Zachary Dukoff
Morgan Galea
Brandy Herfort
Danielle Johnson
Jeremy A. Kemp
Taylor Keselica
Seamus McDonough
Chelsea A. Miles
Kendall Pipitone
Nick Santomassimo
Caroline Zicca

Faculty Advisors
Professor Alexander K.A. Greenawalt
Professor Darren Rosenblum
Professor Smita Narula

Pace International Law Review

Law Reviews 2019–2020
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2020 Dean’s Award and Clinical Awards

Clinical Awards

Clinical Legal Education Association 
Outstanding Clinical Student Award 
Jessica Laird

The Judge Richard J. Daronco Memorial 
Scholarship 
Daniel Steyskal 

Excellence in Clinical Education Award 
Jonathan Ricottilli

The Vanessa H. Merton Public Service Award 
Milad Momeni 
Michael Whitely

The Carl A Vergari Excellence in Criminal 
Law Award 
Aaron Marrero 
Marjeta Nikolovski

The Bohn Vergari Public Service Award for 
the Best Environmental Law Student 
Tala DiBenedetto

The White Plains Bar Association  
Isaac Rubin Clinical Lawyering Award 
Mitchell Valencia Caceres

The White Plains Bar Association Ethics 
and Professionalism Award  
Megan Yi

Dean’s Award
Zachary Randall
Samantha Tighe
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