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Smart Steps to $ave Money for Local 
Government, Improve our Quality of Life, 

and Lower our Carbon Footprint!





M o n t c l a i r ,  N e w   J e r s e y

Essex County

Population
38,700

Urban Suburb

12 Miles West 
of Manhattan



Background: A Lovely, Leafy Canopy

Many 
Parks and 
Preserves

Thousands of 
Beautiful 

Trees

Open Spaces



Background:
A Long-Standing Environmental Ethic

A Recycling Pioneer
NJ’s First Mandatory Recycling 

Collection Program, 1978



Recycling Saves Energy and $$$
Recycling saves 3.5 times

more energy than disposal in 
a landfill or incinerator.

Source: National Recycling Coalition



Non-Traditional Recycling Programs:
C o m p u t e r s  &  E l e c t r o n i c s



Non-Traditional Recycling: E-Waste is  
An Information & Outreach Opportunity



Community Compost Program

Compost Happens!



Paper Shredding: 
Montclair’s Shred-Fest!



Farmers Markets: Shortening the 
Distance from Field to Table



Early Steps: Alternative Fuels



H y b r i d V e h i c l e s



NJ D.O.T. Local Planning Assistance Grant

We applied for, and were awarded, a $100,000 planning grant!



Montclair Bike/Ped Action Plan



“Safe Routes to Schools”



Complete Streets: 1st N.J. town!

October 2009: Marking a first for the state, 
Montclair’s Mayor and Town Council 

unanimously voted in favor of a

Complete 
Streets 

Policy



Complete Streets: 1st N.J. town!

This policy ensures that in both new construction 
and reconstruction, travel by pedestrians, 
bicyclists, public transit, motorized vehicles
and their passengers be                                         
safely accommodated.
S t r e e t s

A r e
F o r

E v e r y o n e !













Energy Efficiency / 
Renewable Energy

Today's buildings 
consume more energy 
than any other sector 
of the U.S. economy, 

including transportation 
and industry.



Now Open: Our New Green School:
The Charles H. Bullock School



Now Open: Our New Green School: 
Geothermal Heating and Cooling



Now Open: Our New Green School: 
Solar Panels



Now Open: Our New Green School: 
Daylighting

Almost all of the 
rooms in our school 

have natural daylight, 
so they don’t have to 

rely on artificial lights 
as often, and can 

enjoy the outdoors 
even when they’re 

indoors.



Now Open: Our New Green School: 
Open Spaces



The N. J. Board of Public Utilities’ Office
of Clean Energy: Innovative Incentive$



Leading the Way to Sustainability: Montclair 
Wins NJ’s first Clean Energy Leadership Award



NJ D.E.P

Listed on their 
website as a 

model of 
“Sustainable 

Communities”



Next Steps…Alternative Fuels

In ’08 Montclair’s entire municipal truck fleet
was powered by B20, a fuel
blended with 20% Biodiesel:
a non-petroleum, renewable 
resource, lowering our 
cancer-causing particulates 
and GHG emissions!



Energy Efficiency and Conservation

We used our EEC Block Grant – part of the
American Recovery & Reinvestment Act –

by leveraging it with the NJ BPU’s       
Clean Energy Program – to invest in 
HVAC and lighting upgrades in our 

municipal buildings, saving even more tax 
dollars – year after year – by improving 

our energy efficiency.



Energy Efficiency and Conservation

A comprehensive upgrade of the lighting         
in nine (9) municipal buildings – including        

Town Hall, the Public Works Building, our 
Public Safety Building, and two fire houses –

plus a new high-efficiency boiler in one building –
had a total project cost of…

$ 1 7 7 , 0 0 0 .



Energy Efficiency and Conservation

Thanks to the NJ BPU’s Office of Clean 
Energy, 60% of the costs ($107,000) 

was covered by their                  
Direct Install Program.

The other 40% ($70,000) was paid by our 
EECBG funds from the US Dept. of Energy.



Energy Efficiency and Conservation

But the best part is…
These upgrades will save the 
Township around $ 6 5 , 0 0 0 .

…last year…this year…next year…
and every year from now on!





A Climate Showcase Community

And in 2010, Montclair was awarded a 
prestigious competitive grant from the 

U.S. EPA – with the goal of         
lowering our town’s carbon footprint –

to engage our entire community, and 
implement aggressive energy reduction 

and cost-savings programs.























And now: the Electric Revolution…

Montclair was honored to have been awarded a 
Sustainable Jersey/Walmart grant of $25,000
enabling us to be the first town in N.J. to install

Networked Charging Stations for

E l e c t r i c  V e h i c l e s 
in both our Downtown (Bloomfield Avenue) and

Uptown (Bellevue Ave.) Business Districts!







About Sustainable Jersey

Sustainable JerseyTM is a “greening”
certification program for towns and cities 

created by the NJ League of Municipalities, 
elected officials, public employees, Rutgers 
University and The College of New Jersey, 

NJ DEP, and BPU’s Office of Clean Energy. 
www.sustainablejersey.com





About Sustainable Jersey

Already, almost 3/4 of the 565 
municipalities in our state have 
registered to participate in the 

Sustainable Jersey certification 
program, a remarkable sign of a 

highly successful initiative.
415 already registered; 139 certified to date!



About Sustainable Jersey

The Sustainable Jersey Program 
includes required and elective   

“Actions”
that municipalities can implement 

to receive their certification.



About Sustainable Jersey

The actions address local 
sustainability issues such as 

energy conservation, pollution, 
waste prevention and recycling, 

buying locally, community 
outreach, green building, and 

sustainable agriculture. 



About Sustainable Jersey

In 2009, the inaugural year of the 
Sustainable Jersey Program,           

Montclair became one of the very first 
towns in the Garden State
to achieve certification as a          

Sustainable Community, and in 2013      
we were re-certified at the Bronze Level.



Montclair Awarded $20K 
Sustainable Jersey Grant

Thursday, March 13, 2014 Sustainable Jersey representatives yesterday 
awarded Montclair a $20,000 PSEG Small Grant to construct a 

“Bike Depot” at the town’s Bay Street train station. 



Community Choice   
Energy Aggregation

Montclair’s Council will enable 
ratepayers to save money while 

increasing the “green” component of 
their electricity supply, significantly
shrinking our carbon footprint.



Community Choice   
Energy Aggregation

Our energy consultant will help us 
choose a new supplier, the type and the 
amount of clean energy, and will inform 
our residents of the program benefits.



Here Comes the Sun…
Montclair is also exploring options for a      

renewable energy project:
we hope that by next year 
we will be able to install a

300 kW photo-voltaic solar panel array
on our large Public Works Garage!



Here Comes the Sun…
Maybe not quite this big…

…but we can dream, can’t we?



A Future so Bright…
…Ya Gotta Wear Shades!



We can change the world... 
one town at a time.

W h a t   Is   Y o u r   V i s i o n   for   Y o u r T o w n?



Lots of

solar

panels

on many

roofs,

including

residential

commercial,

and

municipal



Green Roofs 
whenever possible



Even More Bicycling Amenities!





And, we can use those bicycling amenities...



…to generate some clean energy!



LED Streetlights



LED Streetlights…solar powered!



Reducing the
organic 
portion 
of the 
Waste

Stream 
to save 
money, 
energy, 

and 
improve our
environment!



Food Waste: the Next Wave of Recycling





We can change the world... 
one town at a time!

Let’s Make Our Towns the Starting Point 
On the Road to Transforming our Future…

Thank you very much.
If you have any questions, 

please ask me!



Gray Russell
Sustainability Officer
Township of Montclair
Office of Environmental Affairs
Dept. of Health and Human Services
205 Claremont Avenue
Montclair, New Jersey 07042
Tel. #: (973) 509-5721
Fax #: (973) 509-1479
Email: grussell@montclairnjusa.org

Contact Info:


