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association with Citizens Campaign for the Environment and Alliance for Clean Energy New York, Inc.   
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Wind Events & Actions  

10/4, 10/18: Meetings—Hammond Wind Committee 

The Hammond Wind Committee has scheduled a series of meetings to formulate its 
recommendations to the Town Council, which will consider the recommendations when 
writing the town’s wind energy ordinance.  The first two committee meetings will be held 
October 4 and 18; future meetings are scheduled for November 1, 15 and 29, and Dec. 6 
and 20.  All meetings will be held at the village hall, at 7 p.m.  Source: Watertown Daily 
Times. 

10/13: Public Hearing—Lyme Town Council 

The Lyme Town Council will hold a public hearing to discuss another extension of the 
existing moratorium on wind development.  The extension would give time for the Council 
and wind committees to gather information and survey town residents regarding wind 
development.  The hearing will take place on Wednesday, October 13, at 6:15 p.m. at the 
municipal offices (12175 Route 12E, Chaumont, NY 13622).  Source: Watertown Daily 
Times. 

11/03: Public Hearing—Jefferson County Industrial Development Agency 

The Jefferson County Industrial Development Agency will hold a public hearing on a 
proposed uniform tax-exempt policy on Wednesday, November 3, at 7 p.m. at the 
Jefferson Community College amphitheater on Coffeen Street. The agency recently lifted 
its moratorium on applications from wind developers (see news brief, below).  Source: 
Jefferson County IDA website. 
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Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Henderson Moves To Ban Commercial Wind Development; Appeals Galloo Island 
Dismissal 

The Henderson Town Council has voted 4-1 to allow a Syracuse law firm to write a law that 
would ban commercial wind development in the town.  Henderson already restricts wind 
development on more than 90% of its land; if it adopts the contemplated law, it will become 
the first municipality in the North Country to ban the development of commercial wind 
projects outright.   

And Henderson has appealed the dismissal of its legal challenge to the proposed Galloo 
Island Wind Farm in the neighboring town of Hounsfield.  The town originally filed an Article 
78 proceeding in February, asking that a judge annul the Hounsfield Planning Board's site 
plan approval for the project, which is being developed by Upstate NY Power Corp.  
Henderson argued that the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation 
(NYSDEC), which is acting as lead agency in the State Environmental Quality Review Act 
(SEQRA) process, improperly "segmented" the transmission line from the turbines in its 
review, and that the review should have considered the cumulative effect of the line and 
the turbines.  However, a State Supreme Court judge dismissed the petition in August, 
ruling that Henderson lacked both standing and capacity to file the challenge, and that 
NYSDEC took the requisite "hard look" at the project's potential environmental impact.  The 
judge wrote in his opinion that segmentation of projects under SEQR "is not always 
improper" and that NYSDEC appropriately reviewed the transmission line.  Source: 
Watertown Daily Times. 

Lyme Forms Wind Advisory Committees, Seeks To Extend Moratorium 

The Lyme Town Council is seeking volunteers to serve on two wind advisory committees.  
One committee will investigate the economics of wind power development in the town, and 
the other will look into health, safety and environmental issues.  Town Supervisor Scott G. 
Aubertine suggested the committees should be made up equally of pro-wind and anti-wind 
residents.  The information produced by the two committees would be made available to 
residents prior to a planned town-wide wind energy survey; the survey results would in turn 
direct the council as it drafts ordinances to regulate wind development in the town.  The 
committees will also make recommendations for zoning residential scale wind turbines, 
although the ordinance regulating these smaller turbines will probably be drafted separately 
from the ordinance addressing utility scale wind development.  Applications from residents 
wishing to serve on the committees will be accepted through October 12; Letters of interest 
should be sent to the Lyme Town Clerk at 12175 Route 12E, Chaumont, NY 13622.   

The Lyme Town Council has also agreed to solicit proposals from acoustic engineering 
firms for drafting a section of the zoning law that will regulate noise impacts from wind 
turbines.  And a public hearing has been scheduled for October 13, at 6:15, in the town 
offices, to consider a proposed extension of the existing wind energy development 
moratorium.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 
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Cape Vincent, Lyme to Receive Funds for Viewshed Impacts Mitigation 

The towns of Cape Vincent and Lyme will receive compensation from St. Lawrence Wind 
Farm to mitigate adverse impacts to the viewshed.  The developer will spend $128,790 in 
Cape Vincent and $14,310 in Lyme planting vegetative screens and improving cultural 
resources.  The plan was approved by the state Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic 
Preservation.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 

Environmental Impact Statement Approved by Cape Vincent Planning Board 

On September 15, the Cape Vincent Planning Board approved the final environmental 
impact statement for the proposed 51-turbine St. Lawrence Wind Farm.  This marks the 
completion of a nearly four-year process of environmental review under the State 
Environmental Quality Review Act.  The developer, Acciona, may now submit a site plan 
application for the project to the town Planning Board, which is required by town 
ordinances to hold a public hearing within two months of accepting the application, and to 
accept or reject the application within two months after the hearing is held.  Source: 
Watertown Daily Times. 
 

Cape Vincent Nonprofit Tests Winds for Community Wind Project 

The St. Lawrence River Public Power Association has erected a 165-foot meteorological 
tower on a Cape Vincent farm, as part of a community wind feasibility study.  The study is 
being funded by a $99,000 USDA grant, and the Association has enlisted the help of 
Sustainable Energy Development, a firm that specializes in community wind projects.  The 
community wind development model represents an alternative to the traditional commercial 
wind development model; in the community wind model, the local community initiates and 
directs the development process, retains control over the operation of the wind farm, and 
claims a larger portion of the profits.  Data gathered from the new meteorological tower will 
help determine suitable project sites, appropriate turbine size, and potential noise and 
environmental impacts.  A community forum is being organized to discuss the next steps in 
developing the community wind project.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 

Orleans Refuses Meteorological Towers 

The Orleans Planning Board has denied a request from Iberdrola Renewables to erect two 
meteorological test towers, because the towers were proposed for locations outside the 
town’s wind overlay district.  The application for the metrological towers was submitted in 
connection with the developer’s intent to revive its application for Horse Creek Wind Farm, 
originally planned for Orleans and the southern part of Clayton.  The Clayton Planning 
Board declined to grant the company’s request for a third extension for the proposed 126 
MW wind farm in June, but Iberdrola is planning to resubmit an application for the project.  
In order to erect the meteorological towers, Iberdrola would need either a variance from the 
Zoning Board of Appeals or an amendment to the overlay district from the Town Council.  
Iberdrola is considering both options.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 
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Jefferson County Considers New PILOT Policy 

The Jefferson County Industrial Development Agency is evaluating a proposed uniform tax-
exempt policy that would include wind developments.  The policy would govern payment-
in-lieu-of-taxes (PILOT) agreements, which can be used to exempt developers from 
property tax payments in exchange for fixed payments based on the amount of power 
produced.  The proposed policy would require approval from all taxing authorities in the 
case of PILOTs for wind developers.  Both BP Alternative Energy and Acciona Wind 
Energy USA are eager for the county to approve a uniform tax-exempt policy.  On 
September 2, the agency lifted its moratorium on applications from wind developers and 
confirmed that applications received will be considered under the uniform tax-exempt 
policy.  The Jefferson County Industrial Development Agency will hold a public hearing on 
the proposed uniform tax-exempt policy on Wednesday, November 3, at 7 p.m. at the 
Jefferson Community College amphitheater on Coffeen Street.  Source: Watertown Daily 
Times. 

Northern Tier Region 

Atlantic Wind requests Nicholville-Parishville Interconnection 

Atlantic Wind LLC, a subsidiary of PPM Energy of Portland, Oregon, which is part of 
Iberdrola Renewables, has filed a request with the New York Independent System 
Operator (NYISO) for a 100 MW wind project interconnection at National Grid’s Nicholville-
Parishville substation.  Iberdrola is considering erecting meteorological towers to test wind 
speeds in Parishville and Hopkinton, but has not yet applied for the necessary permits.  
Source: Watertown Daily Times. 

Hopkinton Drafts Wind Development Law 

The town of Hopkinton has drafted a local law governing wind energy development.  The 
draft has been sent to St. Lawrence County Planning officials for review, and town officials 
expect to vote on a final version within three months.  The law will establish requirements 
for wind turbines, such as setbacks of 1.5 times the height of the turbine, and define 
developer responsibilities in areas such as maintenance.  Town officials are reportedly in 
favor of wind development in the town, which they describe as economically stressed and 
in need of investment dollars.  Several residents in Hopkinton have already signed lease 
agreements with Iberdrola.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 

Hammond Wind Committee Pushes To Meet Deadline 

The Hammond Wind Committee has established a series of meetings dates for the 
remainder of the year (see Wind Events & Actions, above).  The committee has also 
formed two subgroups, one to measure background noise in the town’s wind overlay 
district, and the other to consider the creation of a townwide survey, the results of which 
would inform the town council’s efforts to draft a wind energy ordinance.  And the wind 
committee has agreed to visit the Maple Ridge Wind Farm in Lewis County on October 9.  
Hammond is attempting to complete a wind energy ordinance before its wind energy 
development moratorium expires in July, 2011.  Source: Watertown Daily Times. 
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Clinton/Ellenburg Wind Facility To Have Fewer, But Taller, Turbines 

Horizon Wind Energy has proposed to reduce the Marble River wind project from 109 wind 
turbines to 74, although total electric output will remain the same due to an increase in the 
size of the turbines to be installed.  The newly proposed 3 MW Vestas V112 turbines will 
be 84 feet taller than the 2.1 MW turbines previously proposed for the site.  The developer 
has stated that this will allow the project to enter construction sooner and with fewer 
environmental impacts.  The reduction in the number of turbines may result in less money 
for property owners, but should not affect payments to the towns, which are based on 
megawatts generated, not the number of turbines installed.  A public hearing was held 
September 7.  Source: PressRepublican.com. 

Central Region 

Hardscrabble Wind Farm Begins Construction  

Iberdrola Renewables has begun construction on the 74 MW Hardscrabble Wind Power 
Project.  The project is located in the towns of Fairfield, Norway, and Little Falls, in 
Herkimer County, and is expected to be complete by the end of the year.  Hardscrabble will 
include 37 Gamesa wind turbines expected to produce enough electricity to power 
approximately 25,000 homes each year.  The company says the construction phase of the 
project has already created nearly 200 jobs.  Annual payments from Hardscrabble to the 
towns of Fairfield, Norway, and Little Falls and to the West Canada School district, the City 
of Little Falls School District, and Herkimer County total $592,000.  Annual lease payments 
to landowners will average $650,000 per year.  Source: BusinessWire.com. 

Fingerlakes Region 

Geneva Company Begins Commercial Wind Project 

Zotos International, a Japanese-owned company that makes hair care products in Geneva, 
NY, has broken ground on two 350-foot-tall wind turbines.  The turbines, scheduled to be 
operational by the end of the year, will generate about 70% of the company’s power 
needs.  Company officials have said they will donate 5% of the power to the city.  Zotos 
received $2.1 million in federal stimulus money to build the two 1,650 kW turbines, which 
will cost $7 million in total.  The company expects to see a return on its wind project 
investment within five years; it is also looking at the possibility of installing solar panels and 
geothermal wells, which could make the manufacturing facility completely energy self-
sufficient.  Source: Syracuse.com. 

Long Island 

Six Month Renewable Energy Moratorium in Poquott Village 
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Poquott’s Village board has unanimously enacted a six-month moratorium on certain 
residential-scale solar and wind energy installations.  The moratorium will allow time for the 
board to update building codes to regulate renewable energy installations.  Source: 
ThreeVillage.Patch.com. 

 

Industry News 

Exelon Buys John Deere Renewables 

Exelon Corporation has announced an agreement to purchase John Deere Renewables.  
The acquisition would add 735 operating megawatts of wind energy—36 projects in eight 
states—to Exelon’s operating portfolio, along with another 230 MW in advanced stages of 
development, and 1,238 MW in the early stages of development.  Currently, Exelon 
manages 352 MW of wind power from five wind projects in Illinois, Pennsylvania, and West 
Virginia and is the largest wholesale marketer of wind energy east of the Mississippi.  Until 
now, however, Exelon has not owned any wind generation facilities.  The John Deere 
acquisition is valued at approximately $860 million, with provision for additional payments 
up to $40 million upon commencement of construction on the advanced development 
projects.  Exelon expects to complete the acquisition in the final quarter of 2010.  Source: 
Exelon website. 

Massachusetts Supreme Court Upholds Cape Wind Permits 

The Massachusetts Supreme Court has upheld a decision by the State Energy Facility 
Siting Board that granted the first-ever composite certificate to Cape Wind.  The composite 
certificate, a single permit consisting of all necessary state and local permits, allows Cape 
Wind to proceed with its proposed project.  It was granted by the Siting Board after the 
Cape Cod Commission denied necessary local permits.  Opponents of the project argued 
that the Siting Board did not properly consider environmental impacts from proposed 
transmission lines; but the Massachusetts Supreme Court found that the Siting Board’s 
decision was adequately supported by evidence and the scrutiny of both federal and state 
agencies.  The Cape Wind Project is a 420 MW off-shore wind farm proposed for 
Nantucket Sound.  Source: NorthAmericanWindpower.com; WindpowerEngineering.com. 

NREL Report Estimates Additional U.S. Offshore Wind Resources 

A recent report from the National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) finds that potential 
energy from U.S. offshore wind resources totals 4,150 GW, four times more than a 2008 
estimate of 1,010 GW.  The latest report uses high-resolution maps to predict annual 
average wind speeds from areas within 50 nautical miles from the U.S. shoreline, at a 
height of 90m above the surface.  The report includes all offshore areas, even areas that 
may be unsuitable for wind development due to environmental considerations or technical 
barriers; however, future reports are expected to exclude such unfavorable areas.  Source: 
WindEnergyUpdate.com. 


