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Wind Events & Actions 

7/13: Public Meeting—Parishville 

Parishville’s Town Board will hold a joint meeting with the Planning Board to discuss details 
of the town’s proposed wind ordinance.  The meeting will take place on Wednesday, July 
13 at 7 p.m. at the Parishville Town Hall.  Source: The Daily Courier-Observer 
(www.mpcourier.com). 

8/8: Public Meeting—Parishville and Hopkinton 

The towns of Parishville and Hopkinton will hold a joint meeting with representatives from 
Iberdrola Renewables to discuss Iberdrola’s interest in wind development in the area.  The 
meeting will take place on Monday, August 8 at 7 p.m. at the Hopkinton Town Hall.  
Iberdrola has expressed interest in developing a 50-turbine wind farm on properties in 
Hopkinton.  Source: The Daily Courier-Observer (www.mpcourier.com). 

 

Local Developments 

Lake Ontario Region 

Poll: Cape Vincent Residents Support Wind Farms 

A public opinion poll conducted in Cape Vincent by IBOPE Zogby International in May 
found that 47% of respondents support industrial wind turbine projects, while 41% oppose 
them.  Some residents questioned whether poll questions were phrased properly, while 
others questioned why results were not broken down by full-time and seasonal residents.  
A spokesman for Zogby stated that the difference between responses from full-time and 
seasonal residents was not significant.  Source: The Journal – Ogdensburg 
(www.ogd.com). 

http://www.mpcourier.com/
http://www.mpcourier.com/
http://www.ogd.com/
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Acciona Predicts Economic Benefits From St. Lawrence Wind Farm 

Acciona Energy is publishing a report stating that the proposed St. Lawrence Wind Farm 
will result in significant economic benefits to the town and surrounding area.  The report is 
in part a response to a similar report published by the Cape Vincent Wind Economic Impact 
Committee, which concluded that the proposed project would hurt the town economically.  
Acciona’s 76.5 MW project will result in about $20 million in lease payments to landowners 
and another $20 million in PILOT payments to local taxing jurisdictions.  Acciona’s report 
also predicts the creation of 150 temporary construction jobs and six to 10 permanent jobs.  
The Acciona report cites statistics from Cohocton, Eagle, Ellenburg, Fenner, Harrisburg 
and Sheldon, where both household income and median home value have increased since 
turbines were installed.  Three of these towns have also reported a decrease or elimination 
of town taxes.  The report claims these positive impacts are due to wind development 
activity. 

Southern Tier Region 

EverPower Proposes Benefits from Allegany Wind Farm 

The Cattaraugus County Industrial Development Agency (IDA) has facilitated a payment in 
lieu of taxes (PILOT) agreement for the proposed Allegany Wind Farm.  Developer 
EverPower would make annual payments of $5,000 per megawatt to the Allegany-
Limestone Central School District, Cattaraugus County, and the Town of Allegany.  These 
payments will total $360,000 annually to be divided among the recipients.  In addition, the 
town would receive a host community fee, and the fire district would receive $100,000 per 
year.  The IDA is planning a public meeting to discuss potential benefits related to 
EverPower’s proposed wind farm in the town of Allegany.  Source: 
www.OleanTimesHerald.com. 

 

Court Rejects Orangeville Group’s Second Appeal 

A motion filed by Clear Skies Over Orangeville (CSOO) to reargue a case has been 
rejected for a second time by the State Supreme Court’s Appellate Division.  CSOO 
originally filed the suit in 2010, seeking to invalidate the town’s 2009 zoning amendments 
by arguing that the Town Board violated laws and acted unethically when it amended the 
ordinance.  A State Supreme Court judge ruled in favor of the Town Board, and this ruling 
was subsequently upheld by the Appellate Division.  Invenergy has proposed building the 
59-turbine Stony Creek Wind Farm in Orangeville, a project CSOO opposes.  Source: 
www.TheDailyNewsOnline.com. 

Northern Tier Region 

Morristown Wind Ordinance Nears Completion 

http://www.oleantimesherald.com/
http://www.thedailynewsonline.com/
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Morristown is close to approving a comprehensive wind energy development law after three 
years of work and deliberation.  The proposed law would prohibit wind turbine noise from 
exceeding 45 decibels, and limit noise from turbines constructed within 2,000 feet of a 
home, school, or hospital to six decibels above ambient levels.  These limits are somewhat 
lower than those adopted by neighboring towns.  A public meeting is expected to be 
scheduled to discuss the proposed law.  Source: www.WatertownDailyTimes.com. 

 

PSC Approves State’s Largest Turbines In Clinton And Ellenburg 

The New York State Public Service Commission (PSC) recently approved changes that will 
allow the largest wind turbines in New York to be installed at the Marble River Wind Farm.  
Original plans for the site included 109 2.1 MW turbines, with a total maximum generating 
capacity of 229 MW; but recent changes to the proposed wind farm call for 72 turbines, 
each producing 3 MW, for a total maximum generating capacity of up to 216 MW.  The new 
turbines will stand 492 feet tall, and will be the largest in the state.  They are designed to 
operate more efficiently, especially at low and medium wind speeds.  In addition, fewer total 
turbines will reduce the length and area of access roads and underground electrical lines, 
eliminate overhead electrical lines, reduce impacts to wetland areas, and reduce 
construction costs.  The Marble River project is jointly owned by Horizon Wind Energy and 
EDP Renewables.  Construction is expected to begin in July.  Source: 
www.NorthCountyGazette.org. 

Long Island Region 

LIPA Withdraws Offshore Wind Proposal 

A collaborative led by the Long Island Power Authority (LIPA) has withdrawn an offshore 
wind farm proposal from the interconnection queue maintained by the New York State 
Independent System Operator (NYISO).  According to LIPA, the move resulted from an 
inability to pursue a required system reliability impact study for the proposed 350 MW to 
700 MW project, which would have been located 13 miles offshore in the Atlantic Ocean.  If 
the collaborative decides to pursue the project in the future, it can resubmit the proposal to 
NYISO.  In addition to LIPA, the collaborative included Consolidated Edison, the New York 
Power Authority (NYPA), the New York State Energy Research and Development Authority 
(NYSERDA), the New York City Economic Development Corp., the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority (MTA), and the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey.  
Source: NAWindPower.com. 

 

  

http://www.watertowndailytimes.com/
http://www.northcountygazette.org/
http://www.nawindpower.com/
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Industry News 

Article X Returns Power Plant Siting Decisions To State 

The New York State Assembly and Senate recently passed the Power NY Act, which will 
re-establish a state-level “fast-track” power plant siting law (referred to as Article X).  
Similar provisions existed in New York between 1992 and 2002, but permitting for power 
plants has fallen under local control since the previous Article X expired.  Under the new 
law, applications would be reviewed by a seven member siting board, consisting of state 
agency officials and two ad hoc members of the host community.  The state-level review 
would replace the SEQRA process typically led by local municipalities.  The siting board 
could also overrule aspects of local zoning ordinances if it determined that they would place 
an unreasonable burden upon developers.   Project applicants would be required to 
contribute between $30,000 and $750,000 to an intervener fund that could be used by local 
municipalities to hire legal, environmental, or engineering specialists (but could not be used 
to fund litigation).  The new Article X requires the siting board to issue a decision within one 
year of receiving the completed application.  Source: The Journal – Ogdensburg 
(www.ogd.com). 

 

NYSERDA Awards $191 Million For Renewable Energy Projects 

The New York State Energy Research and Development Authority (NYSERDA) and New 
York State Public Service Commission (PSC) have awarded $191 million to 17 renewable 
energy projects across New York.  These projects will be funded through the State’s 
renewable portfolio standard, which seeks to obtain 30% of the State’s electricity from 
renewable sources by 2015.  Four of the 17 projects are wind projects including the 
Howard wind farm (Steuben County), the Stony Creek wind farm (Wyoming County), 
Allegany wind farm (Cattaraugus County), and the Maple River wind farm (Clinton County).  
Other renewable energy projects under this solicitation include four hydroelectric projects, 
seven landfill gas-to-electricity projects, and two anaerobic digester projects.  The projects 
are projected to produce over $500 million in economic benefits over the next two decades, 
and will add 315 MW of renewable electricity capacity to the state’s power grid.  Total 
generation from the projects is expected to be about 1 million MWh annually.  Source: 
www.NAWindPower.com. 

 
New RPI Center To Study Wind Turbine Flow Dynamics 

Smart blades for wind turbines will be a research focus of the new Center for Flow Physics 
and Control (CeFPaC) within the School of Engineering at Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute.  
The new interdisciplinary research center will study flow physics, prediction models, and 
control schemes for a variety of applications.  The center will combine basic research and 
modeling to develop and verify theories of fluid dynamic behavior.  Michael Amitay, a 
professor in the Department of Mechanical, Aerospace, and Nuclear Engineering, will serve 
as the center’s executive director. 
 

http://www.ogd.com/
http://www.nawindpower.com/
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Resources 

Researchers Find Turbines Impact Property Values… Sometimes 

Contrary to the results of several previous studies, a new study of wind turbine impacts on 
property values in three Northern New York counties has found that the turbines can 
sometimes have a negative impact on property values.  However, the results seem to vary 
depending on the county and wind farm studied.  Martin D. Heintzelman and Carrie M. 
Tuttle, of Clarkson University, conducted a nine-year study of 11,331 real estate 
transactions in Clinton, Franklin and Lewis Counties.  They concluded that nearby wind 
turbines can reduce property values in a range from $2,500 to $19,046, depending on how 
close the turbines are to the property.  However, this result was only valid in Clinton and 
Franklin Counties.  Wind turbines did not seem to have any effect on property values in 
Lewis County.  The researchers are finalizing a paper reporting their results, titled “Values 
in the Wind: A Hedonic Analysis of Wind Power Facilities.” 

 


