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Dedicated to fostering the development of
sustainable communities through the promotion of
iInnovative land use strategies and collaborative

decision-making techniques.




Welcome and Introductions
Land Use System: Board Roles &
Responsibilities

Case Law Update: Variances, Sign
Regulations and Conditional Approvals
— Small-Scale Exercise: Bay Window

SEQRA and Community Character



Who’s in the room?”?




THE DELEGATION OF LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY
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THE LAND USE LEGAL FRAMEWORK

The New York State land use enabling act
delegates authority to LOCALITIES to:

* Adopt comprehensive plans

* /one

* Approve subdivision and site plans
* |ssue special use permits

* Award variances
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THE LAND USE LEGAL FRAMEWORK . . .

Federal and New York State laws to PREEMPT or limit
local land use authority regarding issues, such as:

* Utility siting

* Cellular facilities
* Religious uses

* Group homes
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Role of Local Gov't & Planning

1,550+ Ilocal jurisdictions in NY
With land use authority

Source: NREL
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Legislature

Adopt Land Use Laws and Plans
Site Plan Approval

Subdivision Approvals

Special Permits

Building
Inspector/Zoning
Enforcement Office

Building permits

Zoning
Determination

Zoning Board of Appeals
Variances
Interpretation
Special Permits

Planning Board

Advises on Zoning Adoption
Site Plan Approval
Subdivision Approvals
Special Permits
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Zoning Must Be in Accordance with
Comprehensive Plan



WHAT WE USE THE LAND USE SYSTEM
TO ACCOMPLISH . . .

“Among our most important powers
of local government is the

responsibility to undertake
comprehensive planning and to
regulate land use to protect the
public health, safety and
general welfare.”

N.Y. Town, Village, General City Law



POLICY DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Adopt a Resolution that:

*Lists purpose (benefits and findings)
*States intention to plan and regulate

*Adopts a task force /committee

*Authorizes research and studies

SANTA FE COLNTY
RESOLUTION NO. W13 4T

Imsreduced by Coenmissioner Tanicl Mayfield and Commisslanes Rober Ansyn

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING CLEAN AND RENEWA NERGY FROJECTS
T BEFLOY AND INSTA RGY EFFICTENT AND RENEWABLE ENERCY
TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS 0N SANTA FE COUNTY OWNED FACILITIES, WHICH
WILL RESULT IN BECREASED UTILITY COSTS FOR TAXPAYERS, REDUCE
NEGATIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPALC ROM FOSSIL FUEL USE AND
CONTRIBUTE TO CLEANER AIR QUALITY AND HEALTHIER OOMMUNITIES

WHEREAS, the Board of Sanin Fe County Commissioners £
adopted its Resolotion Ne. 3003-7 an Jarraary 29, 20H 3, & resolution ¢
povernment “lead by example” and inapl sustuing principles and
cost-cffective waste raduction, recysling and elean energy sEmiegiss in County opemtions;

WHEREAS, the Boand adapiod the Sustiinable Grawih Mamagement Plan in 2010,
which estzlished. by poicy, chean erergy directives generally that includss the e of sale
rencwninle energy in new dovelopement;

WHEREAS. consisient with ikese policy directives, Sama Fe County bas slresdy
constructied various buildings al incorporsied smengy eficienl and nenswable energy including
Umited Siates Green Building Council Leadership in Encrgy and Environmental Design
Standards (“LEED™);

WHEREAS, the Board recognizes that baildings consume & large proportion of energy
wsed i the United Statis snd kan erest of Santn Fe
County 1o address e County s ex:aling fu we the goal of conserving n |
resounces ax will us o neducs the aperations) aml maiebenance cosls al sach County Glin

WHEREAS, Sana Fe County has (he ability to kead by example and make Sania Fe
County n cless enesgy leader by taking furiher afSirmative public palicy action ce: enviranmensal
stewardship and climsile chicge md supporting aed implemesting clenn ad renewible energy
prodects 1 deplay and install energy efficient sed rencwahle ensrgy 1echaabigy Sy sems on
County-owned Eacilities;

WHEREAS. Santa Fe County Erids iremendous sclar power posenial that could reduce
negative Iocal irpacts from: fossil fuel use, creniz new jobs. and bring hrighter pessibilities for
heal, praspesicy and sustainability to county commerties;

*Seeks state and federal funding and assistance

*Develop a community engagement process



APPOINT A TASK FORCE/COMMITTEE

Charge an existing task force /committee
Create a new Comprehensive Plan/LWRP Committee

Must have a planning board member on your
Comprehensive Plan Committee



WHO SITS ON THE COMP PLAN COMMITTEE?

Municipal Officials

Chamber of Commerce

HOAs

Environmental /Non-profit Community

Historic Preservation Representative

Developers

Landowners & Farmers

Housing Advocates

Planning Board Member (required for Comp. Plan)



WHAT IS THE COMMITTEE’S ROLE?

Conducting studies & performing research
Partnering with adjacent communities

Leveraging state and federal technical assistance
grants

Developing a community engagement process
Amending the comprehensive plan

Considering regulatory changes



TIME FOR A NEW PLAN

TOWN DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Request for Zoning Amendments

Social and community needs change

Town of New Castle
Westchester County, New York

Local, national, international shifts

November 1989



| COMPREHENSIVE PLAN STRUCTURE

Then Now




SUSTAINABILITY AND THE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

The Three Spheres of Sustainability

Environmental
Social- Natural resource use, Environmental -
Environmental Environmental Management, Economic
Environmental Justice, g Pollution Prevention -~ Energy Efficiency,
Local and Global ~, — N Subsidies/Incentives
Natural Resources > > for use of Natural
Stewardship N\ “ Resources
Sustain
-ability
Social . Economic
Education, Community, Profit. Cost Savings
Standard of Living, Equal % B2

Opportunity

Economic Growth, R & D
/
4

&
Social-Economic

Fair Trade, Workers’ Rights,
Business Ethics

» APA Comprehensive Plan
Standards for Sustaining Places

» LEED ND Rating System

» NYS Climate Smart Communities
Certification Program

» STAR Communities Rating System



MAJOR THEMES

Livable Built Environment Harmony with Nature Resilient Economy

Healthy

Community

Responsible Regionalism




