
John J Saccardi: AICP, Principal

John Saccardi has 40 years 

of consulting experience 

with special expertise in 

comprehensive planning, 

zoning, housing and 

community development, land 

planning and enviromental 

analysis. Examples follow.

40 years of professional 

experience

Affi  liations/Memberships

 ❙ Westchester Municipal 

Planning Federation, Director, 

Treasurer and Program 

Chairman

 ❙ Long Island Community 

Development Organization

 ❙ Community Housing 

Resource Center, Board of 

Directors

 ❙ Mayor’s Task Force on Green 

Technology, White Plains, NY

❙  Post Graduate Studies, Public Administration, New York University, New School for 
Social Research, 1971   ❙  Bachelor of Science, Community Planning, University of 
Cincinnati, College of Design, Architecture and Art, 1968   ❙  American Institute of Certifi ed 
Planners

Community Development, Nassau County, NY

For the past 35 years, directed comprehensive consulting services to the Nassau County 

Urban County CDBG program, the fourth largest program in the nation, and to various 

municipal CDBG programs in their continuing eff orts to upgrade neighborhoods and 

business areas and provide aff ordable housing opportunities for senior citizens and fi rst time 

homebuyers.  Directed the fi rm’s urban design eff orts in the County’s downtown revitalization 

initiatives, covering 30 downtown areas.  Directed all housing eff orts including preparation of 

the Consolidated Plan, Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice, a Ten Year Plan to End 

Homelessness and an Aff ordable Housing Study.  Directed the fi rm’s eff orts in the preparation 

of the successful Empire Zone application.

Comprehensive Plan and GEIS, City of White Plains, NY

Assisted White Plains in preparing a new comprehensive plan with extensive citizen input 

that include 400 residents on various plan committees. As part of this plan, studies of major 

highway corridors and vacant and underutilized lands were provided, assessing development 

potential and its impacts on nearby roads and intersections, community facilities, including 

schools, taxes and community character.  The plan focused on areas susciptable to change, 

including sites in the downtown area as well as residential areas. Concurrent with the 

Comprehensive Plan was a 5-year Consolidated Plan, establishing  a strategy for housing and 

neighborhood revitalization.

Community Revitalization, Town of Hempstead, NY

Assisted this Long Island town with its multi-faceted CDBG program, funded at approximately 

$5 million per year. Services included revitalization strategies and implementation programs 

in low and moderate income target areas, including Roosevelt, Inwood and Elmont, with a 

combination of new construction, rehabilitation and infrastructure projects, along with the 

provision of public services and economic development opportunities.  Services included site 

planning, rezonings, requests for developer proposals, environmental analyses, urban renewal 

plans and community outreach.  It also included an action plan for Nassau Road corridor in 

Roosevelt and a Vision Plan for Elmont.  Urban Renewal Plans developed for mixed use 

projects in West Hempstead and Baldwin included comprehensive SEQRA analyses.

Town of Orangetown, Comprehensive Plan and Plan Implementation, NY

The comprehensive plan for this Rockland County town was developed with extensive citizen 

input, both from long standing town committees and from a specifi cally designated master 

planning group. Special attention was given to the conservation of open space and the 

protection of natural resources. Detailed  plans were devised for each of the town’s six hamlet 

areas and for Route 303, the town’s major north-south commercial roadway.  The identifi cation 

of additional recreation sites and the preservation of historic resources were additional 

elements of the plan.   Implementation studies included the preparation of a fl oating zone for 

senior housing with a bonus provision for aff ordable housing, and a new mixed use zone for 

properties located at the intersection of Route 303 and the Palisades Parkway. Redevelopment 

of the Rockland Psychiatric Center was another major plan implementation component, 

Services included preparing of an overall redevelopment plan, drafting of an RFQ and RFP, 

working with the selected redeveloper, including drafting of new urbanism zoning for the 



site, and preparing of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

River Park Center, Yonkers, NY

Provided environmental planning services to redeveloper of four sites in downtown Yonkers 

and along the Hudson River waterfront, with a mixed use development, including 1400 

market rate and aff ordable housing units, and 1,000,000 square feet of offi  ce and commercial 

space.  The plan called for recreation and open space that included a minor league ballpark, 

the daylighting of the Saw Mill River, and a promenadle along to Hudson.  Services included 

preparation of an environmental impact statement, tax increment fi nancing plan and an 

extensive community outreach program.

PepsiCo World Headquarters Master Plan and GEIS, Purchase, NY

In Harrison, NY., coordinated a team of consultants in the development of a long term Master Plan 

for Pepsi’s 130 acre site, including rezonings, site plan approvals and environmental impact stament 

preparation.  Representend the client before Town and County agencies and neighborhood 

groups.  Prepared the conceptual framework for the Master Plan, making certain to avoid 

environmental constraints, preserve existing trails and world famous sculpture gardens.  Plans 

provided for building renovation, new offi  ce construction, improved circulation and a new visitor’s 

center.

Land Planning in New York and Connecticut

Campus and site planning services were provided for the following:

 ❙ Landmark at Eastview, Greenburgh, NY

 ❙ Ciba Gergy Campus, Ardsley, NY

 ❙ PepsiCo, Harrison, NY, Valhalla, NY, Somers NY

 ❙ St. Vincent’s Hospital, Harrison, NY

 ❙ Hofstra University, Hempstead, NY

 ❙ Union Carbide Site, Danbury, NY

 ❙ Lee Farm, Danbury, CT

 ❙ Long Island Development Center, Huntington, NY

 ❙ Rockland Psychiatric Center, Orangetown, NY

 ❙ Boniello Farm, Somers, NY

 ❙ Rockland Government Center, New City, NY

 ❙ Hackley  School, Tarrytown, NY

 ❙ New York School for the Deaf, Greenburgh, NY

 ❙ Omega Institute, Clinton, NY

 ❙ Four Corners Traditional Neighborhood Development, East Fishkill, NY

New Community on the Hudson, Waterfront at Fishkill, NY

Directed a land planning, zoning, environmental assessment and processing assignment for 

1,139 unit community on a 400-acre riverfront site, including single family and multi-family 

housing, a commercial marina and waterfront park, a Hudson River Greenway trail, a historic 

artifact museum, as well as a shopping, restaurants and community facilities and services.  The 

multifamily component included 280 units of aff ordable rental housing.  The project included 

a Generic Environmental Impact Statement and site-specifi c environmental studies.

Environmental Impact Statements in the Hudson Valley

Prepared or supervised preparation of Environmental Impact Statements for the following 

projects:

 ❙ Harbor Point, Ossining, NY

 ❙ Barger Street Senior Housing, Yorktown, NY

 ❙ Falcon Ridge, Lewisboro, NY

 ❙ Eagle River, Somers, NY

 ❙ Letchworth Village, Haverstraw, NY



 ❙ Haverstraw Waterfront, Haverstraw, NY

 ❙ The Concord Resort, Monticello, NY

 ❙ St.  Andrew’s Village, Hyde Park, NY

 ❙ Ritz Carlton and City Center, White Plains, NY

 ❙ Westgate Farm, Greenburgh, NY

 ❙ The Knolls of Dover, Wingdale, NY

 ❙ Twin Knolls, Somers, NY

 ❙ Kenilworth, Somers, NY

 ❙ Katonah Crossings, Bedford, NY

 ❙ Pace University Master Plan, Mount Pleasant, NY

 ❙ Barrington CCRC, Briarcliff  Manor, NY

 ❙ Bonnie Crest Heights, New Rochelle, NY

 ❙ Bank Street Commons, White Plains, NY

Redevelopment Former of Psychiatric Centers 

For private developers and municipalities, directed multi-disciplinary consulting teams in 

the planning for the revitalization of the following State psychiatric centers:

 ❙ Long Island Developmental Center (LIDC), Huntington, NY

 ❙ Harlem Valley Psychiatric Center, Dover, NY

 ❙ Letchworth Village, Haverstraw, NY

 ❙ Hudson Hills, Poughkeepsie, NY

 ❙ Rockland Psychiatric Center, Orangetown, NY

Each of the plans addressed adaptive reuse and traditional neighborhood design concepts 

with a mixture of uses surrounding a village center.  Plans provided walkable communities 

utilizing new urbanism principles.  Services included conceptual planning, zoning, EIS 

preparation and processing approvals.

Master Plan for Former Union Carbide Site, Danbury, CT

Developed a Master Plan for a 500-acre site, with PUD zoning that facilitated a new urbanism 

approach for a mixed use community now under construction.  Plans calls for up to 1,500 

housing units and over 1,000,000 s.f of offi  ce, research and neighborhood retail, with 60% of 

the site preserved as open space. 

Downtown Redevelopment, White Plains, NY

Following preparation of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, major developers sought to 

implement the plan’s recommendations for mixed use development in the downtown area 

and transform White Plains into a 24-hour community.  Services included planning, zoning 

and environmental impact statement preparation  for high rise developments, up to 40 

stories in height, with ownership and rental housing, hotels, movie and performing arts 

theatres, restaurants and retail establishments, supported by structured parking, underground 

garages and road and intersection improvements.  Housing included a set-aside of aff ordable 

units, along with market rate and luxury products.  Services included public presentations and 

extensive coordination with city offi  cials. 

Village of Highland Falls, Master Plan, Aff ordable Housing, and Plan 
Implementation.

For the past 30 years, services to the historic village and to nearby area of Fort Montgomery 

have been designed to address issues and opportunities associated with the  communities’ 

location adjacent to the U.S. Military Academy at West Point. This included assistance in 

securing State and Federal grants for revitalization, development of aff ordable housing,  

implementation of downtown improvements and park development. Services included 

studies to support the successful annexation of approximately 200 acres of excess West Point 

lands.  In 2009, a joint town/village comprehensive plan was undertaken with recommendations 



for zoning changes, design guidelines to address  emerging strip commercial development, 

consolidation of otherwise separate town and village services and a regional approach to 

tourism. 

The Knolls of Dover, Redevelopment of the Harlem Valley Psychiatric Center, 

Town of Dover, NY

For a private developer, an overall redevelopment plan and phasing strategy was devised for 

a new urbanism community focusing on Metro North’s Wingdale railroad station in eastern 

Dutchess County.  Services included coordination of a consulting team, liaison with Town staff  

and consultants, public presentations and processing local approvals, including the 

preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Statement, a Final Environmental Impact 

Statement, and Environmental Findings.  The plans call for concentrated development of 

1400  owner and renter housing (single family homes, townhomes, stacked town houses, 

fl ats, lofts and apartments above stores) and 250,000 square feet of village center retail space 

on 35% of the site’s 1,000 acres. Preservation of historic buildings, the development of an on-

site trail system and the set-aside of 10% of the units as workforce housing were major 

components of the plan.

Aff ordable Housing

Provided consulting services to municipalities, developers, not for profi t clients and 

community development agencies, including preparation of housing needs studies and 

strategies, inclusionary zoning ordinances, zoning map changes, environmental assessments, 

and  procedures for sale and resale of aff ordable units for families and seniors.  As a board 

member of the Westchester-based Community Housing Resource Center (CHRC), worked to 

advocate grass roots support foot aff ordable housing.  Also directed several  housing studies 

and analyses of impediments to fair housing as a consultant to community development 

recipient communities.  In Nassau County, services include design and implementation of a 

comprehensive aff ordable housing program for owners and renters, including development  

the country’s fi rst Federally funded fi rst time homebuyer program,  which required special 

approval from HUD in the early 1980s.

Hackley School, Village of Tarrytown and Town of Greenburgh, NY

Consultant services to this  900 student private school  began with advice on the acquisition 

and potential use of 100 acres of adjacent land. That land and the balance of Hackley’s site in 

the Town of Greenburg and Village of Tarrytown was then the subject of a campus master 

plan and a Generic Environmental Impact Statement,  which was processed under SEQRA. 

The GEIS identifi ed the long rang plans for the site and their impacts and studied initial 

building program, including a new middle school, science center, cafeteria, and a loop road, 

in detail.  Subsequently, the GEIS was used as the baseline for follow up site specifi c building 

and recreation projects, including a new elementary school and  campus green, and most 

recently, the development of athletic fi elds and trails on the 100 acre acquisition site.  Of the 

major issues evaluated in this multi-year SEQRA  process, was Hackley’s impacts on steep 

slopes and wetlands that exist throughout the property.


