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The region’s affordable housing crisis 

 

 

 

 



New York City is growing  fast!  

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

Housing production is NOT keeping pace  

  
 



Housing production in comparison 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

Gap between rents and incomes 



Limited supply of affordable units 

Supply and Demand Among Extremely Low Income and  
Very Low Income Renter Households 

Supply Demand 

Data Source: Housing and Vacancy Survey (U.S.  
Census), 2014. 

There are more than two Extremely Low Income  
and Very Low Income households for every one  
housing unit that is affordable to them. 

424,949 Units 

Rental Units Affordable to 
Extremely Low Income and Very 
Low Income Households 

Extremely Low Income and  
Very Low Income Renter 
Households 

979,142 Households 

It’s a regional problem 

 
 



Housing New York (HNY): Create and preserve 
200,000 affordable units in ten years 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HNY progress to date 

Legislative Changes  

 

 

 

 



Mandatory Inclusionary Housing (MIH) 

  

MIH gives the community options 

• 

• 



Dinsmore Chestnut site in East New York, 
Brooklyn 

La Central in Melrose, the Bronx 



Zoning for Quality and Affordability (ZQA)  

• 
• 
• 
• 

1880 Boston Road, Bronx 



Lessons learned 

•  Never going to be easy! 
 
•  Provide flexibility and optionality 
 
•  Use objective analysis, based upon input from wide variety of 

stakeholders 

•  Constantly remind those pushing for more that 50% of nothing is 
nothing 

•  Go beyond the usual coalitions  

•  It’s not over even when it’s “over”   

But we face increasing opposition over 
fear of displacement from gentrification 
  



Protecting against displacement 
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• 

• 

• 
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Unprecedented commitment to build new 
affordable housing in areas undergoing change 

• 

• 

 



Preservation efforts 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Critical to provide for the lowest incomes 



But mixed income buildings are most 
sustainable, and equitable  

Preventing and addressing harassment 

• 

• 

• 

 



Ensuring that our housing prevents 
displacement and is distributed fairly  

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

In sum, need a multi-pronged strategy to 
address the affordable housing challenge 



“  my mission is to make sure the people who made our  
neighborhoods great can still stay in the neighborhoods they  
love .  We must do more to ensure that all New Yorkers have a 
safe and affordable place to live, in neighborhoods that provide 
opportunities to succeed.” 

—Mayor Bill de Blasio 


